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OUR MISSION
Together we come to know and be in relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

 Together we participate in Catholic worship.

 Together we respond with Christian Service.

 Together we learn through rigorous academic programs

 Together we worship. 

Together we serve.

Together we learn.



St. Charles Borromeo School Community has a collaborative commitment to 

Catholic education consisting of parents, staff, students, and parish. Priority 

is given to promoting a four-fold mission: forming a community of faith, 

worshiping, proclaiming the message of Jesus, and reaching out in service to 

others.

Therefore, within this environment of service, message, and community, the 

purpose of St. Charles Borromeo School is:

To provide the experience of cooperation through the working and helping of 

others in all areas of the Christian community.

To strive to deepen our love for God through a Church that is relational in 

everything we do: worship, work, and play.

To establish and enrich the reality of living Christian values in serving God, 

Church, and neighbor.

 In educating our students our goal is to reach the whole child: the 

intellectual, moral spiritual, physical, psychological and aesthetic self in a way 

that prepares each student for the future in a complex, changing society.

 Therefore, we:

Teach according to each child's ability, the skills and appreciation of each 

subject area.

Create an environment that encourages an ongoing enthusiasm for learning.

Provide formal and informal learning opportunities which allow students to 

experience the process of making responsible, loving choices and of living 

with the consequences of those choices.

OUR PHILOSOPHY







ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
At St. Charles Borromeo School we strive to cultivate a lifelong love of learning and 

encourage our children to become caring, respectful, faithful and ethical citizens. Our 

curriculum is differentiated so that each learner is engaged in rich, meaningful work. 
Our school works to provide our students with a physically and emotionally safe 

environment so children have the confidence to take on new challenges and 

responsibilities.  

SERVANT LEADERSHIP

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

The St Charles Borromeo School community is faith filled and united by our love for 
God.  The administration, faculty, staff, parents, and students strive to recognize the 

gifts in each member and embrace the goodness of those gifts.  Through these efforts, 

our visible faith community is committed to witnessing God?s love and living the 
teaching of Jesus Christ.

The Gospel message of service is explained as a response to the Baptismal call to 

discipleship. Service opportunities exist school-wide with the guidance of faculty 

and staff, and the leadership of the Student Council and the National Junior Honor 

Society. Many service activities include:  non-perishable food drives, shoe 

collection, Hugs for Kids, mitten tree, carnival for retired sisters, nursing home 

visits, used toys collection, Valentines for retirement home, crosses for new 

parishioners, messages for soldiers, prayer partners, and money collections such 

as Homes for Haiti, Penny Wars  and Operation Rice Bowl for the missions. 

Students have opportunities to reflect upon these service experiences and the 

positive effect the service has on others and themselves.

OUR PILLARS



CORE PRACTICES
RIGOROUS ACADEMICS

Students develop critical thinking 
skills and intellectual curiosity in all of 
their core content areas.  Students 
are given opportunities to engage in 
collaborative learning while applying 
21srt century skills.  They are 
provided with opportunities to grow in 
knowledge and genuine 
understanding while becoming life 
long learners.

TECHNOLOGY, LIBRARY AND 
MEDIA

Students will learn how to use various 
forms of technology and library media 
tools as a means of gaining information, 
communicating effectively, and acquiring 
knowledge.

Students utilize chromebooks, google 
tools, i-pads, smartboards, coding 
programs, robotic tools and a variety of 
other digital technology within the context 
of classroom lessons and during 
specialized STEM lessons.

ASSESSMENTS
Assessment of students at SCB is 
multi-faceted.  Within the classroom, 
formative and summative assessments 
are used consistently over the course of 
the school year.  Students are called 
upon to reflect on their work  to 
determine areas for growth.  Teachers 
utilize classroom observations, reflection 
and rubric based tools to monitor 
student growth and learning.

The IOWA Basics standardized test is 
administered to all students in grades 
3-8 each fall.

The AIMS WEB Assessment tool is 
administered three times each year in 
areas of reading and math to ensure 
student growth and modify and plan for 
instruction.

Report cards are written four times each 
year.  Communication regarding student 
progress is ongoing.

SPIRITUAL AND FAITH DEVELOPMENT
Saint Charles Borromeo attached great 
importance to the spiritual development of each 
child.  Each Monday begins with a school-wide 
prayer service in the gym allowing all students to 
gather in prayer.  Each week ends with an all 
school Mass planned on a rotating basis by each 
individual class.

In addition to these school-wide events 
opportunities for prayer are embedded throughout 
each school day.  Students are led in prayer at 
the start and end of each school day, before and 
after meals and at various other times.  

Special attention is given to sacramental 
preparation at the second and eight grade levels.  
Students are invited to grow in their relationship 
with Christ as they prepare for the sacraments of 
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation.
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"At Borromeo the focus is on educating and inspir ing the 
whole child.  Helping students explore their passions, 
talents, and interests to highlight and strengthen their 
own personal gifts is vital.  Every child deserves to shine 
and they do at Borromeo."

Dr. Jenny Gray

Borromeo Parent and School Board Member, Parkway School Distr ict 
Library Media Specialist



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ~ READING

Kindergar t en 

Students will transition from exploring and experiencing text into emergent readers.  Concepts of print, 
basic reading strategies and comprehension skills will be taught as fluency is developed.  They will 
learn to choose books with a purpose in mind, begin to retell stories with some detail and use text 
structures to gain information.

First  Grade

Students will continue to develop as readers with a focus on developmentally appropriate reading 
strategies that allow them to self-correct and monitor their fluency.  A variety of genres and authors 
will be explored during independent reading.

Second Grade

Students will learn to appreciate a wider variety of print materials while reading with stamina and 
focus.  Story elements will be used to enhance comprehension and text features will be used to 
understand non-fiction texts.  Students will be encouraged to set and follow up on personal reading 
goals.

Third Grade

Students will become empowered to make independent book choices while developing a passion and 
appreciation for literature.  They will be able to read appropriate grade level texts with fluency and 
accuracy.  In addition to using comprehension strategies such as previewing, predicting, questioning 
and visualizing they will begin to distinguish between first, second and third person point of view.  

Four t h Grade

Students will read for pleasure, as well as understanding.  They will utilize critical reading skills in order 
to gain information.  Students will be able to determine the main idea, theme or central message of a 
story.  They will also practice their ability to make predictions and inferences while increasing their 
ability to recognize and understand figurative language.

Fif t h Grade

Students will work towards developing a deeper understanding of fiction and nonfiction texts.  They 
will become more skilled at supporting answers with evidence from texts and displaying their 
knowledge in multiple formats.  A variety of comprehension strategies will be utilized while focusing on 
literary elements including character development, plot, setting, foreshadowing, point of view and 
conflict.  Students will learn to use primary and secondary sources in order to gain information.

Sixt h - Eight h Grade

Students will become better acquainted with the conventions of major literary genres.  They will gain in 
in-depth understanding of gene that will enhance their reading comprehension skills.  They will apply a 
variety of reading strategies appropriate for varying selections.  They will analyze literary elements 
while preparing, organizing, and presenting literary interpretations.  They will listening, speaking and 
presentation skills through various activities and projects.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ~ WRITING
Kindergar ten

Students begin to develop an understanding of the writing process while developing pre-writing skills 
and concepts of print.  They write every day and are encouraged to share their ideas, personal 
experiences and opinions.  Students will begin to see themselves as writers while developing ideas to 
put on paper.  They will begin to explore different types of writing while attempting to sequence and 
organize ideas.

First  Grade

Students will explore writing through a variety of genres including personal narratives, descriptive 
paragraphs and letter writing.  They learn that writing occurs for a variety of purposes and begin to 
develop a personal interest in generating and sharing ideas and stories.  Students will understand 
and learn about the writing process including planning, brainstorming, drafting, editing, revising, 
publishing and sharing.  Handwriting and basic grammar skills are also a component of their 
instruction.

Second Grade

Utilizing a writer?s workshop approach students will increase their knowledge of the writing process 
and begin to reflect on their writing.  They will utilize prewriting strategies to plan for and organize 
writing pieces.  They will draft pieces with a clear beginning, middle and end.  A variety of tools will be 
used to publish their writing.  Handwriting and grammar lessons are also imbedded within their 
instruction.

Third Grade

Students will learn how to draft pieces from a variety of genres including personal narratives, 
compare/contrast essays, poetry and research based informational pieces.  They will write about a 
variety of topics incorporating expository and narrative styles.  They will research information and 
organize notes into cohesive sentences and paragraphs.  Well developed introductions and 
conclusions will be incorporated when producing narrative and informational writing pieces.  
Grammar and handwriting lessons are again included.

Four th Grade

Students are beginning to master the craft of writing.  They are learning to self-select topics and write 
from given topics.  They explore a variety of genres including narratives, argumentative pieces and 
poetry.  They will write a cohesive paragraph with a focus on a single topic, as well as a 
multi-paragraph narrative on a single topic.  They will begin to draw evidence from texts to support 
analysis and reflection in written pieces.  Grammar lessons are imbedded within instruction.

Fif t h Grade

Students continue to view writing as a process while drafting pieces for a wide range of purposes.  
They become prolific writers drafting cohesive pieces of greater length.  Their ability to make 
meaningful and powerful revisions is enhanced.



English Language Ar ts -  Wr iting Continued...

 Writing instruction in 6th-8th grade focuses on the composition of different genres of writing while also 
embedding a solid foundation of grammar and the writing process.

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING

St udent s w il l  w r it e argum ent s focused on discipline-specific content.

- Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

- Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 

demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

- Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

- Establish and maintain a formal style.

- Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented.

 INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY/EXPOSITORY WRITING

St udent s w il l  w r it e inform at ive/explanat ory t ext s, including t he nar rat ion of  h ist or ical event s, 

scient if ic procedures/  exper im ent s, or  t echnical processes.

- Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 

into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

- Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples.

- Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts.

- Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

- Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.

- Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented.

NARRATIVE WRITING

St udent s w il l  Wr it e nar rat ives t o develop real or  im agined exper iences or  event s using ef fect ive 

t echnique, relevant  descr ipt ive det ails, and well-st ruct ured event  sequences.

- Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

- Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters.

- Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from 

one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and 

events.



Product ion and Dist r ibut ion of  Wr it ing:

- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

- With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 

purpose and audience have been addressed.

- Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.

Research t o Build and Present  Know ledge:

- Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration.

- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

Draw evidence f rom  inform at ional t ext s t o suppor t  analysis, ref lect ion, and 

research.

- Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on 

themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works 

such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new").

- Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced").

Range of  Wr it ing:

- Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences.



MATH
Kindergar t en

Children will begin to see themselves as mathematicians as they develop basic number sense and 
explore patterns and relationships in numbers and in the real world.  They will become problem 
solvers as they explore and practice different strategies.

First  Grade

Students will continue to develop a thorough understanding of number sense.  They will also begin to 
explore and gain understanding of concepts within other math strands including geometric concepts, 
data and probability and basic algebraic patterns.

Second Grade

Students will further develop their mathematical knowledge and sense of number.  Mental math 
becomes a focus, as well as simple computation and algorithms.  Students learn to reason logically 
and apply their knowledge to real life and real world problems.

Third Grade

Students will begin to transition from the concrete stage of understanding to a more conceptual 
abstract level.  They will apply their understanding of place value to perform multi-digit arithmetic and 
begin to develop an understanding of concepts related to fractions.

Four t h Grade

Students will enhance their knowledge based on previously taught foundational skills.  In addition to 
multi-digit computation in all four operations they will apply higher order thinking skills when 
analyzing and interpreting problems related to algebraic and geometric concepts.  

Fif t h Grade

Students are moving toward a symbolic representation of understanding.  They will understand the 
place value system at an advanced level and apply this understanding when solving multi-step 
problems.  They will utilize a wide range of problem solving strategies when working within each 
mathematical strand.  

Sixt h Grade

The concepts of actual computation, as well as, estimation and approximation will be reinforced.  
Students will continue to refine their ability to solve problems and reason logically.  Students will also 
explore the sensibility of math in daily situations.  Emphasis will be placed on mental math and 
building and enhancing math vocabulary.

Sevent h Grade - Pre-Algebra

Students will understand the concepts of variables, expressions and equations.  Informal methods of 
solving problems using rational numbers will be encouraged, as well as more formal equation solving 
methods.  Competency in the basic operations of all known numbers will be reinforced.
Eight h Grade

Students will develop confidence in solving linear and quadratic equations.  Inequalities and 
nonlinear equations will be investigated.  Students will understand how to solve real life problems, as 
well as mathematical problems using algebraic methods.



SCIENCE
The Science Curriculum in grades K-8 introduces students to concepts around each of the scientific domains as 
outlined in the Next Generation Science Standards.  In addition to the objectives within each strand students 
are introduced to the Scientific Method and provided with developmentally appropriate opportunities to 
conduct and carry out experiments utilizing a wide array of scientific tools.

Kindergarten

LIFE SCIENCE

- Where do animals live and why do they live there?

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

- What happens if you push or pull and objet harder?

EARTH SCIENCE

- What is the weather like today and how is it different from yesterday?

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

- Ask questions, make observations and gather information about a situation
- Develop a drawing model that functions in order to solve a problem

First Grade

LIFE SCIENCE 

- What are some ways plants and animals meet their needs so they can survive and grow?
- How are plants and their children similar and different?

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

- What happens when materials vibrate?
- What happens when there is no light?

EARTH SCIENCE

- What objects are in the sky and how do they seem to move

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

- Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about a situation people want to 
change

- Develop a simple sketch, drawing or physical model as needed to solve a problem
- Analyze data tests of two objects designed to solve the same problem

Second Grade

LIFE SCIENCE

- What do plants need to grow?
- How many types of living things live in a place?

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

- How do the properties of materials relate to their use?

EARTH SCIENCE DOMAIN

- How does land change and what causes it to change?
- What are different types of lands and bodies of water?

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

- Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about a situation people want to 
change

- Develop a simple sketch, drawing or physical model as needed to solve a problem
- Analyze data tests of two objects to solve the same problem



Third Grade

LIFE SCIENCE

- How do ecosystems work?

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

- How are materials similar and different from one another?
- How do the properties of materials relate to their use?

EARTH SCIENCE

- How can land change and what causes it to change?
- What are different types of land and bodies of water?

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

- Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about a situation people want to 
change

- Develop a simple sketch, drawing or physical model as needed to solve a problem
- Analyze data tests of two objects to solve the same problem

Fourth Grade

LIFE SCIENCE

- How do internal and external structures support the survival, growth and behavior, and 
reproduction of plants and animals?

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

- What is energy and how is it related to motion?
- What are waves and what are some things they can do?

EARTH SCIENCE

- How can water, ice wind and vegetation change the land?
- What patterns of Earth?s features can be determined with the use of a map?

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

- Define a simple solution reflecting a need or a want that includes specified criteria for success
- Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem
- Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled and failure points are considered to 

identify aspects of a model or prototype that can be improved

Fifth Grade

LIFE SCIENCE

- How does matter cycle through an ecosystem?
- Where does the energy in food come from and what is it used for?

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

- When matter changes does its weight change?
- Can new substances be created by combining other substances?

EARTH SCIENCE

- How much water can be found on different places on earth?
- How do lengths and directions of shadows or relative lengths of days and night change from day 

to day?
- How does the appearance of some stars change in different seasons

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN
- Define a simple design solution reflecting a need or a want that includes specified criteria for 

success
- Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem



SCIENCE -  Continued
At the middle school level the science curriculum is designed for a depth of understanding, 

rather than breadth of content.  Because science is not simply rote memorization of vocabulary 
and facts, students will apply scientific principles and process skills such as:

- Asking questions       
- Developing and using models
- Planning and conducting investigations  
- Analyzing and interpreting data
- Communicating information  
- Constructing explanations

Sixth Grade

- 6t h grade science focuses on ear t h science. Students will study the earth?s place 
in the universe, earth systems, including plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, 
rocks and minerals, as well as earth and human activity.

Seventh Grade

- 7t h grade science focuses on physical science. Students will study the structure 
and properties of matter, chemical interactions, motion and forces, energy, and 
wave properties.

Eighth Grade

- 8t h grade science focuses on l i fe science. Students will study cells and cellular 
processes, inheritance and variation of traits, changes over time, and body systems 
including: skeletal, immune, and nervous system.  



SOCIAL STUDIES
Kindergarten

Pr inciples of  t he Republic

- Why are rules and laws made?
- Identify the flag as a symbol of our nation? - Recite the Pledge of Allegiance
- Participate in a democratic decision process
- Explain how to resolve disputes peacefully

Pr inciples and Process of  Governm ent  Syst em s

- Describe how groups need to make decisions
- Explain what it means to make rules, carry out rules and enforce them

Econom ic Concept s and Pr inciples

- Identify examples of scarcity
- Identify examples of opportunity and cost

Elem ent s of  Geographical St udy and Analysis

- Identify maps and globes as geographic tools

Relat ionships of  Individuals and Groups t o Inst it ut ions and Tradit ions

- Name common, physical, social and emotional needs

First Grade

Pr inciples of  t he Republic

- Explain how laws and rules are made and changed to promote the common good
- List the rights and responsibilit ies of citizens
- Recognize and explain the significance of the Statue of Liberty and the Nation?s Capital

Pr inciples and Process of  Governm ent  Syst em s

- Explain how individual rights are protected
- Propose peaceful resolutions of disputes
- Describe how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted in schools
- Explain what it means to make, enforce, carry out and interpret rules

Missour i Unit ed St at es and Wor ld Hist ory

- Describe contributions of significant Non-Missourians

Econom ic Concept s and Pr inciples

- Identify examples of private goods and services
- Describe the relationships among consumers and producers and production

Elem ent s of  Geographical St udy and Analysis

- Read maps

- Use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions
- Locate a place by pointing it out on a map and describing relative location to one another



Third Grade

Pr inciples of  t he Republic

- Identify and explain why cities make laws and ordinances
- Discuss and apply responsibilit ies of citizens
- Identify the purposes of the Declaration of Independence and Constitution

Pr inciples and Processes of  Governm ent

- Analyze peaceful resolutions of disputes
- Identify and explain the three branches of the government at the federal level

Missour i Unit ed St at es and Wor ld Hist ory

- Identify the contributions of Martin Luther King Jr.

Econom ic Concept s and Pr incipals

- Identify and explain public goods and services
- Conduct a cost benefit analysis
- Identify taxes and how they are used

Elem ent s of  Geographical St udy and Analysis

- Read and construct maps
- Locate and label the states bordering Missouri
- Describe various ecosystems in Missouri
- Identify examples of different regions

Fourth Grade

Pr inciples of  t he Republic

- Identify and explain why Missouri has a constitution and why the state makes and enforces laws
- Identify rights included in the Bill of Rights including freedoms of religion, speech and right to 

assemble
- Explain the major purpose of the Constitution and Bill of Rights

Pr inciples and Processes of  Governm ent  Syst em s

- Describe how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted within the state 
government

- Identify and explain the functions of the three branches of government at the state level

Missour i, Unit ed St at es and Wor ld Hist ory

- Identify and describe the significance of individuals from Missouri to have made major 
contributions to our state and national heritage

- Locate and describe settlements in Missouri of people of European and African heritage
- Outline issues of Missouri statehood
- Summarize the events in westward expansion and evaluate its impact
- Sequence and Describe the importance of the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition

Econom ic Concept s and Pr inciples

- Compare saving and financial investment
- Explain supply and demand



 Fifth Grade

.Pr inciples of  t he Republic

- Identify important principles in the Declaration of Independence, such as 
inalienable rights and government consent

- Identify important principles in the Constitution including separation of powers and 
limited government

- Identify important principles in the Bill of Rights including basic rights and 
freedoms

Pr inciples and Processes of  Governm ent  Syst em s

- Distinguish between powers and functions of local, state and national government

Missour i, Unit ed St at es and Wor ld Hist ory

- Summarize the viability and diversity of Native American cultures before Europeans 
came

- Outline the discovery, exploration and early settlement of America
- Explain the American Revolution, including the perspectives of the patriots and 

loyalists
- Investigate the causes and consequences of Westward Expansion
- Examine cultural interactions among groups from colonial times to the Civil War
- Identify political, economic and social causes and consequences of the Civil War 

and Reconstruction

Econom ic Concept s and Pr inciples

- Apply the economic principles of scarcity and supply and demand 
- Identify the role of technology in our economy and how our economy has changed

Sixth Grade

Students will develop a better understanding and appreciation of ancient cultures, their 
history, and societies of the time.  The students will gain an awareness of each culture?s 
natural environment.  Cultures include those of Ancient Egypt, Greece, and the Roman 
Empire, China, and India.  

Seventh Grade

Students will gain an enhanced understanding of early native  civilizations of the 
Americas, and the labors of our founding fathers.  They will recognize and evaluate world 
problems and situations during the 18th and 19th centuries with an emphasis on 
Post-Revolutionary and the Civil War.

EIghth Grade

Students will identify and appreciate how generations from the Post Civil-War period through the 

present have faced the challenges presented to them with intelligence and inventiveness  Through 
the study of 20th century history, students will analyze information and will draw correct conclusions. 



Religion

Kindergarten

The goal of our kindergarten religion curriculum is to bring the word of God to our 
students and aid them in the development of faith and faithful activities.  Students will 
be given opportunities to learn about God?s love, His creation, and the gifts He blesses 
us with.

Students will grow as Catholic Christians through a developing awareness of the 
Church and Church activities, prayer and Bible stories, and lear no identify the 
symbols of our Catholic faith.  They will be given opportunities to develop 
relationships with God?s people through interactions with classmates and Church 
members.  Students will use the kindergarten year to develop a readiness for future 
catechesis.

First Grade

The first grade religion program will review the importance of God, Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit and Mary in the students? lives.  It will also introduce the saints and various Bible 
characters as important Christians.  The students will learn to use these examples of 
Christian behavior to help them make choices that build faith in their own lives.

The first grade religion program also focuses on the church?s liturgical year, various 
ways to live as Christians, and the importance of prayer in the students? lives.

Second Grade

The second grade religion program will review the impact of Baptism on our lives and 
prepare the students to continue their spiritual growth with the reception of First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

Students will express and understanding of the Eucharist as a meal, thanksgiving and 
sacrifice and profess belief in the real presence of Jesus as they celebrate their First 
Communion.  

The students will relate the Sacrament of Reconciliation to healing and forgiveness, 
and express a positive feeling and desire to celebrate the Sacrament of First 
Reconciliation. 

The students will study about the three persons of the Holy Trinity.  Emphasis will be 
placed on free will and choices as they relate to sin and our relationships with God 
and his children.  Love and service would lead us toward peace, justice and 
forgiveness.



RELIGION ~ Continued

Third Grade

The third grade religion program will focus on the study of the liturgical year, Mary, 
the creed and other doctrine.  The students will come to know, love and live the rich 
heritage of the faith in Jesus Christ.

Third grade students will use their bible to study scripture.

Fourth Grade

The fourth grade religion program will focus on a study of moral values as 
exemplified by the lives of people who have placed God above all else.  

Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the Ten Commandments 
and the Beatitudes.  

Students will demonstrate proficiency in locating bible passages.  The students will 
interpret and practice the precepts of the Church and the Works of Mercy.

Students will examine Jesus?s public ministry and miracles.

Fifth Grade

Students will learn, in depth, the Seven Sacraments and identify them as Sacraments 
of Initiation, Healing or Service.  

Through the study of Scripture stories, students grow in their knowledge and love of 
God?s word.



RELIGION~ Continued 

Sixth Grade

The sixth grade curriculum studies the Old and New Testaments.  Students will learn 
about each of God?s covenants with man, and the covenant signs.  Sixth grade students 
will learn about major prophets and their key roles in Our Story.  The sixth grade 
curriculum will bridge the Old Testament stories, covenants, bloodlines and prophecies 
to the New Testament, Jesus, the New and Everlasting Covenant.  Students will learn 
Divine Revelation through Sacred Scripture.  Students will learn about the authors of 
Sacred Scripture, Divine Inspiration and Exegesis of Scripture. 

Seventh Grade

The seventh grade curriculum studies the history of our Church, beginning with Jewish 
roots, to the first Church in Antioch, reformation, the Nicene Creed to current day.  
Seventh grade students study the parts and elements of the Liturgy in depth.  Students 
gain an appreciation for the art, music, readings, homily, sacrifice and renewal available 
in each and every liturgy.  Students continue to develop their skills of Exegesis of 
Scripture on regular basis to build communication skills needed for evangelization.

Eighth Grade

The eighth grade curriculum reviews doctrine of the Catholic Church, with an emphasis 
on service of God?s people.  Eighth grade students prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation through study, acts of service and prayer.  Students explore social justice 
and morality topics.  Students learn the power of evangelizing through personal 
experience and exposure to witness God?s grace and power.  Students study Saints as 
people of virtue and as role models.  Students recall the power of the Trinity and call 
upon the Holy Spirit to strengthen and guide them as they prepare for the Sacrament 
and living as a disciple.



 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Kindergarten

The kindergarten physical education program will work on developing basic motor skills, coordination 
and balance.  Cooperation, sharing, decision-making and safety will be introduced.  Developing a sense 
of fair play and sportsmanship will be stressed, as well as developing good listening skills and following 
directions.

First Grade

The first grade physical education program will enable students to develop good control of all motor 
skills.  The students will be able to assume personal responsibility in individual and team play.  
Through the development of skills and knowledges, the students will increase their confidence in their 
physical ability.

Second Grade

The second grade physical education program will enable students to work toward competency in a 
variety of skill areas.  The students will gain confidence to explore new ways to strengthen their bodies.  
Sportsmanship through cooperative team play, encouragement and fair play will be reinforced in all 
play.

Third Grade

The third grade physical education program will introduce skills for team sports.  It will also provide 
experiences to learn rhythm and dance.  Basic skills for balance and moving stunts will be further 
developed.  Warm ups and running distance will increase.

Fourth Grade

The fourth grade physical education program will enhance the knowledge of activities in which 
students can participate.  Through planned activities and exercise, students will increase their physical 
fitness.  Emphasis will be placed on teamwork and continuing good sportsmanship and Christian 
attitudes.

Fifth Grade

The fifth grade physical education program develops an appreciation of all areas of physical education.  
Emphasis will be placed on rules and regulation in team sports and activities.  Furthermore, the child?s 
self-image will be enhanced by positive motivation and encouragement

Sixth Grade

The sixth grade physical education program will srie to encourage a sense of fair play and fitness 
through physical activity.  An awareness of personal hygiene is also introduced at this grade level.  
Individual fitness goals are emphasized.

Seventh Grade

The seventh grade physical education program promotes personal development of skills and 
knowledge in a sequential manner, with emphasis on the understanding and development of 
individual physical fitness, team sports and individual lifetime sports.

Eight h Grade

The eighth grade physical education program promotes continued personal development of skills 
and knowledge in a sequential manner which emphasizes the understanding and development 
individual physical fitness, team sports and individual lifetime sports.  Emphasis is placed on team 
work, fair play, honesty and respect for classmates while maintaining a good level of competition. 



ART
 The K-8 art program will use appropriate terminology in viewing, responding to, and evaluating art of self and 
others.  They will also create two and three dimensional art incorporating developed visual concepts, 
appropriate skills, techniques and creativity.  Students will explain and analyze the visual arts in their 
historical and cultural contexts and relate the visual arts to other subject areas of the curriculum. 
Kindergarten

Students will be introduced to mark making with purpose, watercolor, stamping, lacing, tracing and 
modeling while also gaining an understanding of primary colors, basic shapes and identifying and 
completing patterns.

First Grade

Students will be practice drawing from observation, mixing primary colors, brush handling, modeling 
and creating straight lines.  They will also develop an understanding of secondary colors, various types 
of lines and symmetry.

Second Grade

Students will practice drawing from an observation, wet on wet painting, belding pastels, simple block 
prints, paper weaving and small modeling.  They will also gain an understanding of warm and cool 
colors and foreground, middle and background.

Third Grade

Students will practice 3 dimensional drawing, resisting technique in painting, threading needles, 
measuring with rulers, and small modeling.  They will also gain an understanding of the color wheel, 3 
dimensional shapes and area and perimeter.  

Fourth Grade

Students will practice drawing lines of various weight, mixing tints and shades, block prints, circular 
weaving, and the beginnings of poster design.  They will also gain an understanding of continuous lines, 
neutrals, organic shapes, and positive and negative space.

Fifth Grade

Students will practice smooth transitions in water color, block prints, paper mache, how to use a 
protractor and illuminating initials  Students will also gain an understanding of contour lines, the 
complementary color wheel and asymmetry and radial symmetry.

Sixth Grade

Students will practice 1-point perspective, acrylic painting, block printing, and sewing soft sculptures. 
They will also gain an understanding of converging lines, the monochromatic color wheel, complex 
shapes and tessellations.

Seventh Grade

Students will practice 2-point perspective, use of a variety of watercolor techniques, 3-D forms and 
paper mache.  They will also gain an understanding of varying line quality, color schemes, complex 3-D 
forms and the rule of thirds.

Eighth Grade

Students will practice hatching and cross hatching.  the human figure, calligraphy,  and multi-color 
painting and designing.  Students will also underdtand typography, triadic and analogus lines.



 MUSIC

Kindergarten

Students will learn basic elements of music including steady beat, fast and slow tempo 
and  form and rhythm.  Students will also begin to develop their vocal skills.

First Grade

Students will learn various elements of music theory including beat, tone, tempo changes 
and melodic patterns.  They will also explore different form of music and participate in 
activities that enhance their vocal development.

Second Grade

Students will be again practice steady beat while also practicing harmony and musical 
phrasing.  They will explore stringed instruments and continue with vocal development.

Third Grade

Students will continue to review steady beat, tempo and melody.  They will also explore 
meter, musical texture and rhythm duration.  Vocal development will continue.

Fourth Grade

Students will gain an understanding of melodic contour and note on the staff.  They will 
review tempo, meter and tone color.  Vocal development will continue.

Fifth Grade

Students will explore note values, compound meter and tonality.  They will review beet 
and meter while continuing to develop their vocal skills.

Sixth Grade

Students will review the musical alphabet.  Students will also develop an understanding of 
the Grand Staff while also exploring instruments and voice.  They will also utilize the 
keyboard while exploring the use of scales.  Vocal development will continue.

Seventh  Grade

Students will enhance their understanding of tempo and dynamics and range intervals. 
They will practice placing and reading notes on a staff while exploring musical forms.  
Vocal development will continue.

Eighth Grade

Students will gain a deeper understanding of the history of music including the history of 
Opera and Broadway Musicals.  They will explore a variety of musical genres and study 
music through the ages.



 STEM 

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Mission of  t he Learning Cent er :

At St. Charles Borromeo School, students will be given the opportunity to obtain 

information, collaborate with class, use various forms of technology, learn at their own 

pace, grow as a student, create, and dream in our student-centered 21st century Learning 

Center. The Learning Center allows for the education and knowledge of library science 

education. Students learn and gain appreciation for literacy, understand the differences 

between various texts, discover important references and materials, and participate in 

cross-curricular learning between the library media specialist and classroom teacher. The 

Learning Center allows for students to listen to a variety of stories during teacher 

read-alouds, which allows for a greater appreciation of different genres. The Learning 

Center is always open during the day to allow for students to access information and 

gather information as needed throughout the day. 

The Learning Center allows for student-centered choice and collaborative leadership 

through STEAM learning lab and Makerspace. Students develop and create their own 

ideas during Makerspace. During this time students collaborate through meaningful 

conversation which allows for ideas to be put to the test. Students discover their 

strengths and interests using a variety of learning programs, technology, problem solving 

through STEAM challenges and student-centered learning. STEAM learning enables a 

variety of curriculum enhancements and tasks that are more than what may be found in 

a regular textbook. STEAM is the development of problems, ideas, solutions, and 

creativity all in one. Students will graduate St. Charles Borromeo School as independent 

thinkers, life-long learners, problem solvers, and collaborators, and have the 

self-motivation to be the whole person God created them to be. 
Goals:

Digital citizenship 

- Students will make well thought out decisions using technology as a platform to enhance 

learning. 

- Students will determine how to properly and appropriately use technology in their daily lives. 

- Students will make choices in using acceptable tools of technology for a variety of uses. 
- Students will engage in a variety of media and technology forms/devices.  



Library Collection Tools

- Students will accurately use library software to locate books in the collection.

- Students will distinguish the differences between various genres of literature as well as access the 

appropriate genre and/or sources when necessary.

- Students will independently check in and check out books. 

- Students will show appreciation for literacy through regular book check. 

Information literacy

- Students will evaluate the appropriate form of information to be obtained.

- Students will access the information using methods that are fair and legal. 

- Students will summarize and determine information needed to obtain information and complete 

research.

- Students will decide the best way to showcase their research and information collected.  

Critical thinkers

- Students will construct objects using a variety of materials in the Makerspace. 

- Students will problem solve solutions participating in STEAM challenges.

- Students will design templates, ideas, and models to show the greater picture of an idea. 

- Students will define a problem and demonstrate the best way they feel to solve the problem. 

Students will be able to explain why that method was chosen.

Collaborators

- Students will work with classmates and listen to others ideas. 

- Students will compromise and discover the best way to come to a conclusion of a problem.

- Students will support one another by assisting each other to gain knowledge for the 

task on hand.

- Students will find awareness of others feelings through meaningful conversation 

and problem solving. 

Self- Directed

- Students will learn through trial and error that mistakes are a way of learning and growth.

- Students will identify their own objectives for class by having a variety of activities, technology 

media, and resources to discover strengths and growth.

- Students will create their own development of a solutions by participating in STEAM challenges.

- Students will reflect on their own learning and conclude what activities and interests 

are meaningful them.

Real world connections and authentic learning

- Students will learn across the curriculum by applying STEAM learning in class activities and 

projects. 

- Students will distinguish ways to problem solve solutions that are taking place in the world 



SPANISH

 Kindergarten -  Eighth Grade

The goals of  t he Saint  Char les Bor rom eo Spanish program  are t o:

- Increase awareness of language differences between different cultures
- Encourage and develop interest in cultural and social aspects of life.  The way we 

express ourselves in our own languages comes from our customs and habits, food 
and tastes, fauna and flora, geographical locations and climatic differences.

- Offer meaningful communication experiences appropriate to each grade level.
- Train young students to use their voice and articulation skills for a greater variety of 

sounds, thus developing a solid base of Spanish pronunciation.
- Learn basic Spanish vocabulary and grammar skills
- Apply basic skills when given the opportunity to both read and write in Spanish

Topics t o be covered include:

Unit  1 Nos conocem os Greetings, goodbyes, basic questions.

Unit  2 Com o vivim os families, Colors, homes, places,

Unit  3 Vam os a aprender  Games, numbers, school activities

Unit  4 Los anim ales Pets, wild and farm animal

Unit  5 Me cuido Body parts, food and health

Unit  6 Nuest ro am bient e Transportation, weather, days months, seasons

Unit  7 Com o funciona Professions and tools

Unit  8 Nuest ras celebraciones Birthday, celebrations and traditions.

 


